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Case 32-2017:

A 64-Year-Old Man with Dyspnea, Wheezing, Headache, Cough, and Night Sweats
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Table 1. Laboratory Data.*

Reference
Variable Range, Adultsy
Blood
Hemoglobin (g/dl) 12.0-16.0
Hematocrit (%) 36.046.0
White-cell count (per mm?) 4500-11,000
Differential count (%)
Polymorphonuclear cells 40-70
Lymphocytes 22-44
Monocytes 4-11
Eosinophils 0-8
Basophils 0-3
Platelet count (per mm?) 150,000
400,000
Erythrocyte sedimentation rate (mm/hr) 0-13
Sodium (mmol/liter) 135-145
Potassium (mmol/liter) 3.4-5.0
Chloride (mmol/liter) 100-108
Carbon dioxide (mmol/liter) 23-32
Urea nitrogen (mg/dl) 8-25
Creatinine (mg/dl) 0.60-1.50
Glucose (mg/dl) 70-110
Calcium (mg/dl) 8.5-10.5
Urine
Specific gravity
pH
Occult blood

Red-cell count (per high-power field)

Other Hospital,
9 Wk before
This Presentation

15.1 (ref 13.5-17.5)
45.6 (ref 38.0-50.0)

10,000 (ref 4000~
11,000)

58.3 (ref 44-75)
30.8 (ref 15-45)
5.9 (ref 4-15)
3.2 (ref 0-6)
1.1 (ref 0-3)

328,000 (ref
135,000-400,000)

Other Hospital,
1 Day before
This Presentation

139 (ref 136-145)
5.0 (ref 3.5-5.2)
97 (ref99-109)
28 (ref 20-31)

15 (ref 9-23)
0.89 (ref 0.50-1.30)
79 (ref 74-106)
9.0 (ref 8.7-10.4)

1.023 (ref 1.001-
1.030)

5.0 (ref 5.0-8.0)
+1 (ref negative)

5 (ref 0-3)

This Hospital,
on Presentation

14.7
44.5
21,130

80.2
7.4
7.0
4.6
0.4

368,000

34
132
4.2
95
22

1.04
120
9.1

*

The term ref denotes the reference range at the other hospital. To convert the values for urea nitrogen to millimoles

per liter, multiply by 0.357. To convert the values for creatinine to micromoles per liter, multiply by 88.4. To convert the
values for glucose to millimoles per liter, multiply by 0.05551. To convert the values for calcium to millimoles per liter,

multiply by 0.250.

i Reference values are affected by many variables, including the patient population and the laboratory methods used. The

ranges used at Massachusetts General Hospital are for adults who are not pregnant and do not have medical conditions
that could affect the results. They may therefore not be appropriate for all patients.




