
The Act on Partial Amendments to the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act and the 
Special Act on the Immigration Control of, Inter Alia, Those Who Have Lost Japanese Nationality 
Pursuant to the Treaty of Peace with Japan was promulgated on July 15, 2009, and a new residency 
management system will be implemented from July 2012*. 
* The actual date of enforcement will be stipulated by Cabinet order.

The aim of the new residency management system is to enable the Ministry of Justice to continuously 
keep information necessary for managing the residency of foreign nationals, and ensure greater 
convenience for those foreign nationals who are residing legally in Japan. More specifically, foreign 
nationals residing legally in Japan for the mid- to long-term will be issued resident cards.
If a foreign national changes workplace or changes his or her status in some other way, he or she will be 
required to notify authorities of such change. The maximum period of stay, which is now 3 years, will be 
extended to 5 years and a special re-entry system will be introduced that will allow those foreign 
nationals who wish to exit and re-enter Japan within 1 year to do so without applying for a re-entry 
permit.
Moreover, the existing system of alien registration will be abolished upon the introduction of the new 
residency management system.

To all foreign nationals residing in JapanTo all foreign nationals residing in Japan

What exactly is the new residency management system?

Some changes will be made to
the Immigration Control Act effective from July 2012

Start of a new residency 
 management system!

Point１ A resident card will be issuedA resident card will be issued

Point２ The period of stay will be extended to a maximum of 5 yearsThe period of stay will be extended to a maximum of 5 years

Point３ A special re-entry system will be introducedA special re-entry system will be introduced

Point４ The alien registration system will be abolishedThe alien registration system will be abolished

法務省入国管理局    http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/newimmiact_1/en



The new residency management system will be applied to all foreign nationals residing legally in Japan 

for the mid- to long-term with resident status under the Immigration Control Act (hereinafter referred to as 

“mid- to long-term residents”) and, moreover, foreign nationals who do not come under any of the 

following 1 through to 6.

(1) Persons granted permission to stay for less than 3 months

(2) Persons granted “Temporary Visitor” status

(3) Persons granted “Diplomat” or “Official” status

(4) Persons recognized by Ministry of Justice ordinance as equivalent to 

the foreign nationals in the aforementioned (1) to (3)*

(5) Special permanent residents

(6) Persons with no resident status

More specifically, those foreign nationals married to a Japanese national or foreign nationals of 

Japanese descent (whose resident status is that of “Spouse or Child of Japanese National” or 

“Long-Term Resident”), foreign nationals working for a company or other organization (whose resident 

status is that of “Engineer”, “Specialist in Humanities/International Services”, etc.), technical interns, 

foreign students and permanent residents are all subject to the new system, while foreign nationals who 

are staying in Japan for a short while for the purpose of sightseeing are not subject to the new system.

* The new system will apply to foreign nationals who have been granted “Designated Activities”  status and who 

have been designated activities as a staff member of the Japanese office of the Association of East Asian 

Relations or as a staff member of the Permanent General Mission of Palestine in Japan, or as a family member 

thereof who belongs to the same household.
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Who will be subject to the new residency management system?



A resident card will be issued to mid- to a long-term residents when granted permission pertaining to 

residence, such as landing permission, permission for change of resident status and permission for 

extension of the period of stay.

Note: The given image is only a prototype and is subject to change

Note: All or part of the information printed on the 
resident card will be recorded in an IC chip 
embedded for the purpose of preventing the 
resident cards from being forged or altered. 

（Back of the card）

If a change is made to the place of 
residence, this is the section where 
the new place of residence will be 
entered.
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（Front of the card）

What exactly is a resident card?

Point１ A resident card will be issuedA resident card will be issued

The resident card has a  “valid period”“valid period”
The valid period of the resident card will be as 
follows:
For persons aged 16 or over 

Permanent residents: 7 years from the date 
of issuance
Persons other than permanent residents: 
Expiration date of the period of stay

For persons under the age of 16
Permanent residents: Until the foreign 
national’ s 16th birthday
Persons other than permanent residents: 
Expiration date of the period of stay or the 
foreign national’ s 16th birthday, whichever 
comes earlier of

If a foreign national applies for an extension of the 
period of stay or applies for a change in resident 
status, this is the section where the fact that the 
application is pending will be entered.

Note: If permission for extension or change is 
granted following application, a new residence 
card will be issued.

If a foreign national receives permission to engage in 
an activity other than that permitted under the 
previously granted resident status, this is the section 
where the details of the permission will be entered.
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The period of stay for resident statuses with an upper limit of 3 years will be extended to 5 
years.
For example, the period of stay for those foreign nationals who are married to Japanese 
nationals with “Spouse or Child of Japanese National” status is 1 year or 3 years under the 
present system, but a maximum period of stay of 5 years will also become available following 
the implementation of the new residency management system.

Foreign nationals in possession of a valid passport and resident card who exit and subsequently 
want to re-enter Japan within 1 year of their departure from Japan* will, in principle, not be 
required to apply for a re-entry permit.

Note: Foreign nationals who have exited Japan using special re-entry permission will not be able to 
extend such permission while abroad. Please take note that such foreign nationals will lose their 
resident status if they fail to re-enter Japan within 1 year of their departure from Japan*.

* If your period of stay is set to expire within 1 year of your departure from Japan, please be sure to 
re-enter Japan before the expiration of your period of stay.

If you depart with a usual re-entry permit, the upper limit of the valid period for the re-entry 
permit will be extended from 3 years to 5 years.

When the new residency management system goes into effect, the alien registration system will 
be abolished.
Changes will be made to the method for submitting notifications. If you are registering a new 
place of residence or changing your place of residence, please notify the office of the city, ward, 
town or village as usual. If changes have been made to your name, date of birth, sex, nationality 
or region, please notify the nearest regional immigration office. In 
addition, those foreign nationals with employment status such as 
“Engineer” or study status such as “Student” who have changed 
the organization to which they belong or those foreign nationals 
with “Spouse or Child of Japanese National” or “Dependent” 
status who have divorced or whose spouse has passed away 
are required to notify the regional immigration office.
 
Moreover, mid- to long-term residents are asked to keep their 
alien registration certificates until a resident card is issued since 
the alien registration certificate will be deemed, for a certain 
period, equivalent to the resident card after the start of the new 
residency management system.

Point２ The period of stay will be extended to a maximum of 5 yearsThe period of stay will be extended to a maximum of 5 years

Point３ A special re-entry system will be introducedA special re-entry system will be introduced

Point４ The alien registration system will be abolishedThe alien registration system will be abolished

Immigration

City hall

place of 
residenceothers



Immigration examination

Notification (Change) of place of residence 

Examination of resident status

Please notify the office of the city, ward, town or village of your place of residence within 
fourteen (14) days of establishing a place of residence. The same applies to any 
subsequent changes to the place of residence.
(A resident card will be sent at a later date to those foreign nationals who were not issued 
with a resident card at the time of their immigration examination, upon notifying authorities 
of their place of residence.)

Notification of a change of name or other details
If a change has been made to your name, date of birth, sex, nationality or region, please 
notify the regional immigration office within fourteen (14) days of the change. 

Notification relating to the organization to which the foreign national belongs
Employment status such as “Engineer” (excluding “Artist”, “Religious Activities” and 
“Journalist”) or study status such as “Student”
→ If a change has been made to the name or address of the affiliated organization, please 
notify the regional immigration office within fourteen (14) days of the change.

Notification relating to spouses with “Dependent”, “Designated Activities (c)”, “Spouse or 
Child of Japanese National” and “Spouse or Child of Permanent Resident” status
→ If you and your spouse have divorced or your spouse has passed away, please notify the 
regional immigration office within fourteen (14) days of such circumstances.

Reissuance of the resident card
If your resident card has been lost, stolen, destroyed, damaged or defiled, please apply to 
the regional immigration bureau office for its reissuance.

Note: If you wish to replace your resident card for a reason other than those given above, you may 
apply for reissuance. In such case, you will be responsible for paying for the handling fees. 

Note: Foreign nationals coming in person to notify the office of the city, ward, town or village are 
asked to bring their resident card with them (their passport if the resident card is to be issued at a 
later date).

Besides having a seal of landing verification stamped in their passports, mid- to long-term 
residents will be issued a resident card (only at designated airports and seaports for the time 
being).

Mid- to long-term residents will be issued with a resident card when 
granted permission for extension of the period of stay or permission for a 
change to resident status.
(Permission pertaining to residency will not be stamped in the foreign 
national’ s passport)
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Procedural flow of the new residency management systemProcedural flow of the new residency management system

Note: Permanent residents are required to apply for an extension 
of the valid period of their resident card.



【For further information or inquiries:】
Immigration Information Center (Weekdays between 8:30 to 17:15) 

0570-013904 (IP phone, PHS, International call : 03-5796-7112)

        Please take note of the following!

In line with the introduction of the new residency management system, the following grounds have 
been established for revocation of resident status, deportation and penalties.

Revocation of resident status
- You have obtained special permission to stay by wrongful means.
- You are residing as a spouse with “Spouse or Child of Japanese National” or “Spouse of Child of 

Permanent Resident” status, but you have failed to engage in activities as a spouse for six 
months or more without a justifiable reason.

- You have failed to give notification of your place of residence without a justifiable reason or have 
submitted a false notification.

Grounds for deportation 
- You have forged or altered your resident card.
- You have been sentenced to imprisonment with labor or a heavier punishment for submitting 

false notification or similar act.

Penalties
- You have submitted a false notification or have violated the obligation to submit a notification 

relating to any of the notifications required of mid- to long-term residents or have violated the 
obligation concerning receipt, carrying or mandatory presentation of your resident card.

- A stricter provision has been introduced for the crime of facilitating illegal work.
- You have forged or altered a resident card.

Q A＆Q A＆
A.

You are not required to replace your alien registration certificate with a new resident card 

immediately after the start of the new residency management system (although you may do 

so if you so wish). The alien registration certificate that mid- to long-term residents currently 

possess will be deemed equivalent to a resident card for a certain period from the 

enforcement date of the amended act.

If you are a foreign national other than a permanent resident, you will generally receive your 

resident card when granted permission for an extension of the period of stay or other 

permission after the start of the new system.

If you are a permanent resident, you will be required to apply for a resident card, in principle, 

within three years from the start of the new residency management system.

Q. Do I need to immediately replace my current alien 
registration certificate with a resident card?


